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HIGHLAND CONGREGATION RECEIVES $40,000
TO USE ON PRODUCTION COSTS OF TV FILMS
About one-half of the money needed to produce the films for the
new .television
series featuring 'Bats 'en Barrett
Baxter, head of the
Bible Department
of David Lipscomb College, Nashville, Tenn., has
been assured.
The elders of Highland
Church of Christ, Abilene, Texas, could
say a few days . ago that $40,813.62 in cash had come in to them by
Sept. 18. (As you know, the Highland congregation produces the · Herald
of Truth radio and television programs.)
The elders also said that enough pledges had been made by Sept. 18
to raise the figure to approximately
$50,000.
Much of the money has come from ' individuals who have pledged
to give at least $1 a week to produce the films and from congregations
that took up fifth Sunday night contributions
in August for the same
purpose.
At last count, some 300 individuals had pledged to support the program financially
each week. The number of congregations
sending in
special contributions
taken on the night of Aug. 30 was 258.
While this response is gratifying to them, the Highland elders want
all interested in the new series to know that the job of winning souls
to Christ through this medium is far from complete.
As W. F. Cawyer,

one of the elders,

said:

"With production
of the films now started, it will be necessary
not only to raise the additional $45,000 to finish production on films
but also to raise the funds for next year to put the films on television
and to continue the radio program. We must not feel that the work is
done."
The pilot film in the new television series has been completed, and
the Highland elders feel that it will have a wonderful impact for good
·on viwers across the nation . It and other films in the series are scheduied for general release in January, when, the elders hope, about 100
new stations throughout
the country begin carrying this program.
Premier showing of the pilot film, "What Must I Do to Be Saved?",
will b e Oct . 1 on WSIX-TV of Nashville, Tenn.
Another early showing is planned for Abilene, Tex., over one or
more of the local stations.
Many, many persons who want to see the pilot film before January
will h ave an opportunity to do so. The elders at Highland say that 100
copies of t he film will be sent out by Oc t . 1 to volu n teer workers in
all sections of the country. These workers will show "What Must I Do
to Be Sav ed?" to as many interested
congregations
and individuals as
possible.
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Publicity about when and where the pilot film can be seen wlll be
forthcoming this fall.

Two letters, coming from opposite directions and from half way
around the world, arrived within hours of ea ch other recently.

These showings will give those who feel close to the Herald of
Truth program first-hand evidence of the quality of the new series,
which is being built around every-day experiences in the life of a gospel preacher.

They were from two men in foreign fields-one
the other in Hong Kong.

The elders believe that support for both the production costs of
the films and the 1960 Herald of Truth budget will come in rapidly
after interested persons see the pilot film.
Besides Brother Baxter as preacher (he is a minister for the Hillsboro Church of Christ of Nashville), this film features Jim Bob McQueen
of Killeen, Tex ., as the young man whom the preacher leads to Christ,
and Stanley Shipp of Sweetwater, Tex ., as the janitor.
The next 12 films in the series are being produced now.

SUPPORT COMES FROM AROUND THE WORLD

in Central

Both men sent checks that will help Highland congregation
millions with Herald of Truth radio and television programs.
Here, in substance, is what their letters said:
A HUNDRED

MILLION

WILL

THANK

Africa,
reach

US

"During the past weeks I have read in the Christian
Chronicle
concerning the wonderful opportunity afforded the Highland congregation for reaching the souls of men and ha ve been thrilled with the potential of this work.
"This morning I sat
their own building, where
flourished and no single
cared for th em enough to
been baptized into Christ
established.

in a congregation
of Christians meeting in
just two short years ago the African bush
Christian could be found . Because someone
send us, we came and in two years 500 have
and five working congregations have been

"When you live in an environment of ignorance , pagan idolatry,
and denominationalism , you become more con cerned with the terrible
effects of sin and de sire the salvation of far mor e than you can reach
person ally ; th er efore, while living in a field where funds and men are
desp erately n ee ded, my wife and I feel we cannot allow such an opportunity to help millions pass us by. May we be first of many missionaries to answer th e call of "A Hundred Million" who will thank
us. Pl ease see that our check for $100 is passed on to the Highland
eld er s for their fine work."
In Chr istian love,
Andrew M. Connally
P. 0. Rumpi
Nyasal and
Central Africa
"WE

ARE

USING

BOWS

AND

ARROWS"

"Enclosed is my check for five dollars to h elp on the TV program
eng ag ed in by Hi ghl and Church of Christ.
"Th e spec t re of th e scientifi c-ato m-pow er ed age cas t s a spe ll ove r
intern a ti on al th ought . 'Wh at is to be exp ec ted?' Anything . 'What can
be hop ed for?' E ve ryt hin g. 'What ha ve we to fear?' Nothing. The Bible
st ill m ajestically r ead s, 'In the beginning God .. .'
MELVIN
HARBISON
..•
Hong Kong

ANDREW
CONNALLY
...
Nyasaland
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"In a world charact erized by the weakened appeal of 'traditional'
r eligion , Communism makes a pseudo-religious appeal to the man with
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a vacuum in his soul. Communism is off erin g him -a short cut to a glit·
tering New J er usalem . The awakening people of As ia ar e unlikely to
be impr es sed me rely by our criticism of the Communi st program . Christians are chall enged to produce som ethin g bett er . The hungry, ill-clad,
ill-h ous ed masses of th e earth, while not havin g th e rem otest ide a of
th e mean in g of Communism , are quit e naturally att ra cted by its apparen t pr om ise of prosp erity .
·

FROM

TWO

EDITORS

•••

' "We are enthusiastic
about the
television
program.
Further,
we
are delighted
that
our Brother
Batsell Barrett Baxter will be the
speaker for this special TV work.
We of the Gospel Advocate stand
in r eadiness to be of service to
you in any way po ss ible ."
B. C. Goodpasture,
Nashville, Tenn.

"To me et this challenge, the Highland Chur ch of Christ is endeavoring to preach Christ to the world through th e m ea ns of TV . Much of
our work and equipment used for God is often ineff ective because it
is out of date and quite ludi crous . We are using bows and arrows against
the forces of evil in an atomic age. There is a speci al n eed to dissociate Christianity
from idealism which · fs satisfi ed short of a ction . A
reconsid era ti on of values will lead Christians to equ ate more financial
support to th e work of winning the world with th e Word . .

(Note:
These two men, both
mini ster s of the gospel, are editors
of two very fine Christian publication s. Br oth er Goodpa stur e edits
the
Gospel Advocate,
published
weekl y in Nashv ill e, T en n .; a nd
Brother Lemmons edits the Firm
published weekly in
Foundation,
Austin , Tex.)

"B eloved, let us PRAY and PAY to h elp our broth ers in th e Highland Church of Christ!"
Faithfully yours,
Melvin Harbison
13 York Road
Kowloon Tong
Kowloon , Hong Kon g

MORE COMMENDATIONS COME IN
FROM

TWO

EVANGELISTS

•••

"I have been acquainted
with
the Herald of Truth work, both on
r a dio and television, from the very
b eg innin g. It gives me ple a sure to
comm end thi s good work to the
broth er hoo d,
beca us e I
know
through my own personal experiences
that
the preaching
and
teaching
of the
Lord's
word
th r ough th ese m edia has been in st ru me ntal in le ading men to the
Lamb of God, an d in th e es tabli shm en t
of
New
Testa m ent
churc h es.

"The influence of the radio progra m made po ssible the beginning
of th e church in public worship
serv ices on th e islands of Bermuda , a nd it h as al so helped very
much in th e work in the north-

eastern part of the United States
to my certain knowledge ."
Leonard Mullens
Dallas, Tex.
"I sincerely
believ e that this
great challen ge will be m et by
th e many con gr ega tions tha t will
want to see the gospel presented
to su ch a great number of people."
Melvin Wise
Atlanta , Ga .

(Not e :
T hese two evangeli sts
ar e n ow se r ving churc hes tha t
mea n much to t he cau se of Chr ist.
Bro th er Mull en s pr eaches for the
Pre ston Ro ad Chur ch of Christ in
Dallas , and Bro th er W ise pr eac hes
for th e Drui d Hill s Churc h of
Chris t in Atl ant a .)
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FROM TWO
PRESIDENTS

REUEL
LEMMONS
. Fi r m Founda t ion

"I am happy to ur ge brethren
t o pr eac h the gospe l on t elev is ion
and r a dio st ati on s throu gh out th e
land . He r e is an opp or tuni ty to put
th e gop se l out wh er e peop le ca n
h ear it who n ever att end our
chur ch servi ces.
"Any eff ort to saturate the land
with good, sound gospel preachin g is ce rtainly in harmon y with
th e Gr eat Commis sion. Chur ches
thr ou ghout th e land can well coop era t e in th e support of this effo rt. Opp ortuniti es ar e not of perpetual duration. Th ey blo ssom lik e
a flower and fade. If we do not
t ake advant age of this one, it will
not a lway s be with us."
R euel Lemmons ,
Austin, Tex.

COLLEGE
•••

"The eld ers of th e H ighl an cl
Chu rc h of Christ in Abil ene, T ex.,
show ed th eir wisdom in choosing ·
Batsell Barrett
Baxter of David
Lip sc omb College for the n ew tel~
evi sion work.
No wis er decision
could have been made.
"I wa s in school wi th Ba t sell in ·
Abil ene Christi an Coll eg e. We sold
book s to gether in the book field,
and there is not a cleaner and
better man ...

"He is also one of the best
qualifi ed to serve in this way , The
t elevision pro grams on Herald ot:
Tru t h ha ve ne eded on e personal ~it y around which to build. People
lik e to he ar the same progr am
again and again so that the y can
come to know and love the speaker.
"May we all cooperate he a rtily
to bac k this wise decision and. 1
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make the Herald of Truth telecasts even greater than they have
ever been." ·
Otis Gatewood
Rochester, Mich.

M. NORVEL

• .

YOUNG

Pepperdine

"I wan .t to commend the pro·
posed new series
of television
of
programs, and the selection
Brother Batsell Barrett Baxter as
the teacher. I think that Brother
Baxter is undoubtedly an ideal
choic .e for this type of work becaus e of his training and experience, and I hope that you can put
over this
great
program
for
Christ."
M. Norvel Young
Los Angeles, Calif.
(Note: Brother Gatewood and
Brother Young are ministers of
the gospel as well as college presidents. Brother Gatewood was a
missionary in Germany before becoming president
this year of
North Central Christian College
in Rochester, Mich. Brother Young
preached for the Broadway congregation of Lubbock before becoming president of George Pepperdine College of Los Angeles .)

HUNTINGTON AND DALZELL TRAVELING
FOR NEW FIM SERIES
Paul Hunton
of Nashville, Tenn ., and Lyle Dalzell of
Fresno, Calif., have accepted special assignments with the Highland Church. These two ministers will travel about the nation
acquainting the brotherhood with the new film series for the
Herald of Truth.
They will work for Highland from September thru December.
The Highland elders, in making these assignments, are pressing the plans for the new series featuring Batsell Barrett Baxter
as the principal character.
The pilot film will be available after Oct. I to be shown to
local congregations throughout the nation.
John F. Reese, one of the Highland elders, said, "This film
will serve to show the brotherhood just how perfectly the medium
of television can be used to preach the gospel to an audience
of potential millions."
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STATIONS CARRYING HERALD OF TRUTH
TELEVISION PROGRAM
STATION, CHANNEL, TIME

CITY

ALABAMA

--- wcov

Montgomery

11:30 •.m.
(Thursday)

ARIZONA

------

Tucson

KOLD-TV

13

BTVC

6

Junction

---

ILLINOIS

---

Harrisburg
Quincy

7

WISE 62
Asheville
Asheville ---WLOS-TV 13
Wilmington __ WECT-TV 6

KREX-TV
WSAV-TV
WSIL-TV
WGEM-TV

Nampa

- -- - - --

DAKOTA

NORTH

KCIX-TV

_KARO,.TV

KUMV-TV

2:00 p.m.
(Wednesday)
10
1:30 p .m .
(CST)

Cincinnati
Lima -----==--WIMA-TV

3

6

3

4:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
(Sunday)

Oklahoma City KWTV-TV
Tulsa ------ KVOO-TV

WPSD-TV

SHREVEPORT

KSLA-TV

Portland

---

-----

CKLW-TV

9

10:30 a.m.

MICHIGAN

WJTV 12
WTOK-TV

WTCV•TV

9

Memphis ____ WHBQ-TV
Nashville _______ WLAC

13

4:30 p,ffl .
(Saturday)
2:00 p.m.
10:30 . ....

Richmond
Petersburg

9

12:00 noon
(Saturday)
2:00 p.m.

-::

YAKIMA

WEST

2:00 p.m.

MONTANA

------

4

WTVR-TV
WXEX-TV

6
8

___ KNDO.ifV

VIRGINIA
WTAP-TV

Parkersburg
KRCG-TV 13
KODE-TV 12

'

WOAI-TV

WASHINGTON

MISSOURI

Butte --- -- ---

3:00 p.m.

VIRGINIA

6

MISSISSIPPI

Jefferson ---Joplin ---.,.--

11:30 a.m.

12:30 p.m.
12:00 noon

San Antonio

WTWV-TV

12

WPBZ-TV

TEXAS

MINNESOTA

-----

8:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.

2

Chattanooga
6

. ---

9
2

TENNESSEE

WCSH-TV

KMMT-TV

35

CAROLINA

Charleston
-- -- - WUSN
Florence ---- ___ WBTW

- ---

Jackson
Meridian

KPTV

--------

SOUTH

6

MAINE

--- -- -

ccsn

PENNSYLVANIA

LOUISIANA

Detroit

4:00 p.m.

OREGON

Lockhaven

----

Portland

8

OKLAHOMA

KENTUCKY
Paducah

----

3

KANSAS
Wichita

6:30 p ....
9:00 a.m.

OHIO

IDAHO

Helena

------- WKBW
CAROLINA

Williston

Savannah

Tupelo

8

-----

YORK

Buffalo

GEORGIA

Austin

KSWS-TV

Roswell

NEW

COLORADO
Grand

MEXICO

NORTH

CALIFORNIA
Blythe ----------

STATION, CHANNEL, TIME

CITY

NEW

FOREIGN
BERMUDA

KXLF-TV 4
(non-schedule)
KXLJ-TV 12
(non-schedule)

Hamilton

---

ZBM I-TV

Rico

WORA-TV

PUERTC J RICO
Puerto

5

This list is not 100% correct due to frequent changes.
All times Sunday un .less otherwise Indicated.
Check your local newspaper or television station for times not llsted.
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IF I WERE

IF I WERE YOUNG
ABC and M BS Networks
By JAMES
Radio Sermon

D. WILLEFORD
September

No. 397

6, 1959

Several years ago a well-known author looked back over his life.
He was getting up in years now, and he began to pursue the universal
•1uestinn, ;<What would I do with my life if I could live it over ag,tiu ?"
In reply to this question he set down some splended yet simple answers
under the heading, "If I Were Young."
But before we ·take a look at his answers, perhaps we need to remind ourselves of the value of an older person's suggestions. It is not
without reason that God placed elders and not "youngers" over the
churches. Mark Twain once · said that when he was eighteen his father
was the biggest ignoramus in the world, but by the time he reached twenty-one he was amazed at how much the old fellow had learned in three
years! So, if life is a perilous journey (and who would deny it?) the person who has traveled many of the roads under different conditions
should have some helpful suggestions for us.
Tbeh author

to whom we have referred

gave this advice: he said,
What splendid advice, but
how difficult to heed! How easy it is for us to drift into bad habits,
and to let them creep upon us unaware. Did any person ever · sit down
and deliberately plan to train his tongue to swear so be would do it
almost unconsciously? And yet many have reached this point. A few
years ago a gospel preacher was called to . the bedside of a man whose
life was nearly ended. He pointed out to this negligent church member
his duty, and the sick man indicated his repentance, and his desire for
the church to pray for him. Soon thereafter the end came, but in the
last few moments of his life a frown spread over his face, and he parted
this world with a keen oath upon his lips. Swearing had become such
a habit that it was almost "second nature" with him. What a pity that
we let anything gain such mastery over us.
"If

I were young,

I would

form

good habits."

Bad habits are the result of choice, and if we harbor them they will
shackle us hand and foot. They will kill every incentive we may have
to do good. An intelligent man said a· few years ago: "As a young man
I used to be annoyed by the thought of God. I was not ready to give up my
own way for His so I put the thought of God out of my mind." Then
he added, "And now that I have grown older I have come to feel the
need of Him, but He is 'not real to me any more.'' He had refused to
think of God so long that his refusal had hardened into a habit. Seeing
the death-like grip of bad habits, we can better understand the prophet
Jeremiah who said, "Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard
his spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to evil"
(Jeremiah 23:23).
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Habits
choice, and
make. Let
and let us

YOUNG

are not inborn-they
are
whether we are good or
us, therefore, break our
develop the right kind of

Page 9

developed. They are the result ot
bad depends upon the choices we
bad habits before they break us,
habits early in life.

One good habit we recommend for all young people is that of private devotions. This was one of Daniel's habits, and it was one of the
reasons he could be true to God in the hour of grave personal danger.
When old Darius his king had enacted a law that for thirty days all
his subjects must pray to him only, the enactment did not deter Daniel
from his habit of praying three times daily to God. The Bible says,
"Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into
his house; and his windows being opened in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and
gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime" (Daniel 6:13). Daniel
prayed three times daily because he had developed the habit of doing
so, and Darius the king of the Medea and Persians could not break it.
Another fine habit for young people to develop is that of public
worship. It gives them the strength they need to brave the world's dangers, and to face their personal responsibilities.
Theirs can be the
same experience that Isaiah had when he went into the house of God
for worship. There he saw "the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up, and his train filled the temple." In the house of God young
people can see the Lord, too, by the eye of faith, and they can sing
"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his
glory."
In the hours of worship Isaiah became aware of his own uncleanness, and of his need of God. He said, "Woe is me! for I am undone;
because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a
people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, . the Lord
of hosts." It is in the house of worship that our young people are most
likely to see their uncleanness and their need of God. This is why worship is such an important habit for them to develop.
It was while Isaiah was worshiping in the temple that he received
a challenge from God. The Lord asked, "Whom shall I send, and who
will go for us?" Then Isaiah replied, "Here am I; send me.'' And the
Lord replied, "Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not" (Isaiah 6:8,9). Thus
Isaiah was challenged during the worship, and it was during this sacred
hour that he received a commission from on high.

In like manner, our young people will be challenged during the hour
of worship as they hear the Lord's commission, "Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to the whole crea i ion-Go, and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit" (Mark 16:15,16; Matthew 28:19). And hearing
such a challenge, they will march forward as crusaders for the cause
of Christ.

IF
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I WERE

YOUNG

A further desirable habit for our young people to cultivate is that
of helping others. The apostle Paul said, "I have showed you all things
how that 80 laboring you ought to · support the weak, and to remember
the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give
than to receive" (Acts 20: 35). This is a hard lesson to learn, and some
will never learn it. Many of us are like the little boy in t~e Bible
school class. The teacher related the story of the good Samaritan who
helped the man who was wounded by thieves and left for dead. When
she finished the story she asked the students what lesson they had received from it. One of the boys replied, "I learned that when I get into
trouble someone should rush to me and help me." He missed the point
altogether, and so do many of _us. This is why our young pe?ple should
form the h abit of being helpful to others . It will be one habit they will
never regret .
The author

whose article

inspired

the title of our sermon, wrote,
"If I were young I would have a good time.'' A~d to this piec~ of ad·
vice we add an "amen" for this is the same advice the Lord gives. He
says, "A merry heart doeth good like a medicine," and "Be of go?d
cheer; I have overcome the world." One of the Lord's apostles said,
"Always be joyful," and "Rejoi ce at all tim es ." One might conclude that
an apostle who would make such statements must have been born with
a silv er spoon in his mouth, and that h e must have lived a sheltered
life in some king 's court ! But on the contrary, Paul kn ew the sting of the
scourge, the bruise of stones, the icy waters of shipwreck, and the
inside of a number of jailhouses. His body bore telltale scars of
many persecutions, but he still said, "Rejoice at all times"!
The advice to have a good time is not limited to young people,
for older people need it too. A professor in a Christian college tells of
delivering .a lecture on the ability of Christianity to make one cheerf~lWh en he was finished, one of his students called him over to the window. There he pointed out a well-known person on the campus whose
face was as long as one's arm. The professor said he looked like "an
accident just heading somewhere to happen."
A doctor said one day to a preacher that "One of the deadliest diseases afflicting man today is one our medicines cannot touch." The
preacher asked, "What is that, cancer?" "No," replied the doctor, "boredom." And his stat ement is partially borne out in the fact that only
about half of our hospital beds are filled with physically ill people. The
other half are filled with mentally disturbed patients.
The Lord wants us to have a good time, but He warns against the
wrong kind of a "good time." There are many who insist on "sowing
their wild oats," but every man who does so is all th e while praying
for a crop failure! No man wants to reap the consequences of a socall ed "good time" that is sinful, but every man must reap what he
sows. From this divin e decr ee there is no escape, and th e sooner we
learn th is le sso n, the h appier we will be.

IF

I WERE

YOUNG
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The only "good time" that really counts is the one filled with activities which are a credit to Christ. Why should anyone think that
he is having a good time when he dishonors the Lord who made him?
How can a deed be rewarding to you when it destroys your nobility
and drags your soul down into the mire? How can you have a good
time when you know that you have been a disappointment to Him ":whose
joy is your strength"?
(Nehemiah 8:10).
In the third place, our author friend said, "If I were young I'd
up." What a piece of sage advice this is for our young people,
and how sorely it is needed in our day. Our young people will face
complex problems that earlier generations
never dreamed that men
would see. They will need the strength which comes from full maturity
if thy are to solve these problems successfully.
grow

The apostle Paul said, "Wh en I was a child, I spake as a child, I
understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man,
I put away childish things" (I Corinthians 13: 11)". It is understood that
· we will act like children for a while, but the day comes when we
must act like men. We must lay our to ys aside, and graduate from
our baby talk if we are to have the respect of stalwart men.
There is a . great difference betw een chi Id likeness and childishness.
In harboring malice we are to be childr en , but in und ersta nding we are
to be men . Crying an d fretting over small things, lov e of attention, ingratitude, lack of responsibility, and selfishness are marks of childishness . These things must be mastered if we are to grow up.
When Paul grew up, he still wept, but not over trifles. He could
carry on when no one sang his praises . To people who were ungrateful
for his sacrifices, Paul could say, "I will spend and be spent for you."
He was gratef ul for his blessings. "By God's grace" was his motto. He exchanged a r elativ ely carefree life for one of galling obligation. All of
thes e things were marks of manhood, and they were proof that Paul
grew up.
And Christ Himself grew up. The Bible says He "increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man" (Luke 2: 62). His was
a fourfold growth-mental,
physical, spiritual, and social. And what
a man He became! His contemporaries
said, "Never man spake like
this man!" And what an outst an ding man-or
woman-you
can become
by following in His steps.
But the first step in becoming a man is to become a child, and after
birth one grows up by eating, exercising and resting.
In like manner, the first step in becoming a man of God is to become a child of God. This you do through believing in th e world's Redeemer, repenting of your sins, confessing your faith in Him who paid
the ransom for your spiritual freedom, and being baptized into Christ
(Mark 16 :16; Acts 3:19; Matth ew 10: 32; and Galatians 3:27) . Th en,
after you are born aga in, you grow up by partaking of the "sinc ere
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IF I WERE

THE MUSTARD SEED

YOUNG

milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby" (I Peter 2: 2) . The years
pass and ere long you can partake of the strong meat of God's word
whi ch "belongeth to them that are of full age" (Hebrews 5: 14). After
a while your spiritu al muscles are hardened through your "work of
faith, and labor of love" and you have become a full grown man in
Christ Jesus.
During the years ahead your body will grow tired, but your spirit
will be continually ren ewed by Him who said, "Come unto me ... and I
will give you rest (Matthew 11: 28). And while you will find a temporary rest in Him here, you will find an eternal rest in Him hereafter,
for He promised, "There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of
God" (Hebrews 4:9),

IF YOU COULD SIT •••
If you could sit and read

the letters that come in to the
Highland
congregation
in response to the Herald of Truth
programs already being made possible, you would be inspired.
Churches write in to thank for the contacts that Highland
has been able to furnish through the program.
Interested persons in mission fields write to ask that programs may be heard or seen there.
Preachers
write: "A short time ago I baptized a young
man ...
who learned the truth by listening to the Herald of
Truth."
Listeners
who were lost in religious error write: "We
were members of a denomination
all our life until we found
the way ... "
Some 700 to 1,000 letters a week are coming in as the
Highland elders make plans for reaching 100,000,000 persons
with the truth weekly. What the number of responses will be
when these plans are carried out, we can only guess. But we
know that the amount of good being done through this channel
will be increased many times.
Hawthorne , California
The Herald of Truth:
Just he ard your program and was very much interested
in same. Please mail me your sermon no. 383, if I und erstood it right, and any other literature you mi ght have to
send me. Your sermon is one I did not think I would ever
hear about baptism. Will hear from me lat er. Am alone and
nearly 84, read my Bible and have my daily prayers.
Sincerely in Christ,
C.R. W.

By JAMES

D. WILLEFORD

ABC and M BS Networks
Radio

Sermon

No. 398

September

13, 1959

In a single sentence, Christ foretold the growth of His kingdom
among men. He said, "The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of
mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: Which indeed
is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among
herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge
in the branches thereof" (Matthew 13: 31,32).
The disciples needed this parable
parable of the Sower nor the parable
these first two parables the hindrances
the establishment
of the kingdom were
ing. But in the parable of the Mustard
side of the picture, and affirms that the
society would grow to vast dimensions,
introducing into the world would one
productive of untold good.

for there was nothing in the
of the Tares to elate them. In
and disappointments
incident to
too plainly stated to be gratifySeed our Lord turns the other
little movement already stirring
and that the influence He was
day command attention and be

In the first two parables the kingdom of heaven is represented
in conflict with its enemies; in this one it stands alone, putting forth
its inherent life and power. There we learn the strength of its adversaries, and here we learn its own. There we saw the efforts made to
check the progress of the kingdom;
and here we see the progress
which, in spite of these efforts, the kingdom makes. There the combat
is seen , and here the victory. Demons and men, conscious conspirators
or unconscious tools, did their utmost, as explained in the first pair of
parables, to strangle the kingdom in its infancy, or to overpower it at
a later stage; but the kingdom, as we learn from the parable of the
Mustard Seed, shakes its assailants off, emerges unhurt from the ' strife,
and goes forward from strength to strength, until it has filled' the world.
We have seen clouds gathering at dawn on the eastern horizon, with
dark visage and a threatening
array, as if they had bound themselves
by a great oath either to prevent the sun from rising or afterwards to
quench his light; but through them all, slowly, steadily, majestically
rose the sun, until by the power of his mid-day light he had utterly
driven those clouds away, so that not a shred of their tumultuous assemblage could any more be seen in the clear blue sky, , In the parableEt ,
of the Sower and the Tares, as the Lord related the obstacles In the .
way of the kingdom, the disciples could see the clouds, but in the .
parable of the Mustard Seed they could see the sun breaking through .
And now let us see in what ways the kingdom is like a grain of
mustard seed.
The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed in its early inslgnl-.
ficance. Christ said the mustard seed "is the least of all seeds," but. ;
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this statement with reference to its smallness is made, not from the
viewpoint of scientific botany, but merely from that of practical gardening, comparing the kinds of seed most usual at the time. It was
the smallest of seeds that men ordinarily planted in their gardens, or
fields, and it was proverbial for the people of Palestine to say that
something was "As small as a grain of mustard seed."
The mustard plant obviously was chosen by the Lord, not on account of its abs .olute magnitude, but because it was a striking instance
of increase from very small to very great. It seems to have been in
Palestine, at the time of Christ, the smallest seed from which so large
a plant was known to grow.
·
The Lord taught His disciples that the kingdom of heaven in the
world is like a mustard · seed in the ground, .both in the smallness of
its beginning and the greatness of its increase . Our Lord recognized
that to the ordinary observer His kingdom must in its origin appear insignificant ; "the least of all seeds. " It seemed far less likely to prevail
than the pagan systems of the first century. In fact, so extravagant did
Christ's claim to divine Sonship appear, that those who wished to
, mock Him could devise no more t ellin g and bitter taunt than to bow
before Him and salute Him as a king. That such a tame-spirited, forgiving person should attain a place far above the strong-handed rulers
of the world seemed alto ge ther too prepost erou s. Pilate, the Roman
Governor, before whom He was arraigned on the charge of rebellion
against Caesar, found it difficult to treat the charge seriously. Open
the histories of His time, and one's eyes are dazzled with the magnifi cence of other monarchs, and the magnitude of their works, but He is
barely named-so
little known that He is sometimes misnamed through
sheer ignorance .
And as the mustard seed, so was the beginning of the kingdom of
heaven ·. What , to the eye of flesh, could be · less magnificent, what
could have less promise than the commenc ement of the kingdom in
His own person? Gr'owing up .in a distant and despised province, till
His thirtieth year He did not begin His public ministry; then taught
for two or three years in the neighboring towns and villages, and occasionalJy at Jerusalem;
made a few converts, chiefly among the poor
:and unlearned; and at length, falling into the hands of His enemies, with
:no -attempt at resistance on His own part, died a malefactor's death
·.upon the cross.
And after the resurrection of Christ, when His kingdom was actu ally
-established, its prospects must have seemed extremely doubtful to
pi.en of the worid. A handful of men, none of them having much weight
in the community, or being in any way remarkable, compose the force
which is to conquer the world. To win a single soul to an unpopular
cause is difficult, but these men were summoned to the task of converting all nations! They had no ancient institutions,
no well-tried
methods, no strong associations, no funds, no friends to back them.
When Jesus stood by the Sea of · Galilee, and persuaded Andrew, Peter,
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CONNECTICUT

Anchorage .. . . . . .. . . KFQD
Fairbanks . . . .. . . .. . . KFRB
Sitka .. . . .. ... . Wednesday
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9:00 p .m.

Hartford --------- WHAY
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Torrington

ALABAMA
Anniston · · · · · · · ·-·
Auburn .. . .. . . . .. . .
Bay Minette .. . .. .
Birmingham ... .. . .
Clanton . .. . . . ... . ..
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.
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p.m .
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p.m.
a.m.
p .m.
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This . list is not _100%. correct due to frequent changes.
All times are Sunday unless otherwise Indicated.
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Beloit ------------WGEZ
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CANADA
Blind River, Ont. ---- CJNR
Taranto, Ont. ------CKEY 9:15 a.m.
Weyburn, Sask. ______ CFSL
Winnipeg, Man. ______ CKY 11:30 p.m.
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-------------
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------------
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This list is not 100% correct due to frequent
changes.
All times are Sunday unless otherwise
indicated.
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and Philip to follow Him, what a despised company that wa ·s ! Who
would have thought that they could be the nucleus of a kingdom
which could "never be moved?" Who woul<l have thought that those
few fishermen, who left their nets to follow Christ, would have turned
the world upside down by the truths which they uttered?
But at the very moment when our Lord was most conscious of
the poor figure His kingdom would make in the eyes of men, He
was absolutely confident of its final greatness, because, small as it
would be in the beginning, it was of the nature of seed. It had a vital
force in it that nothing could kill; a germinating and expansive power
which would only be quickened by opposition. He knew that the obscurity and limitations to which His cause was at first subjected, were not
the symptoms of permanent oblivion, but were only the sowing of the
seed. He was no more anxious than the farmer is who, for the first
week or two, sees no appearance of his plants above ground. Our Lord
knew that could He only get His kingdom accepted at even one small
point of earth the growth would inevitably and in good time follow.
A seed has the power in it to break through the hardened crust of
the earth or to work its way through a tiny crack in concrete and
break it asunder. A seed is the highest product of the plant. The fruit
is but the accompaniment of the seed, and it is into the seed that the
plant each year puts its life. But with all the po'Ver there is in a seed,
it must be "taken and sown in a field" if it is to produce a harvest.
The mustard seed is small and insignificant but it has power and
life in it. And this is why the Lord compares His kingdom to it. The
kingdom of heaven was small in the beginning, but the Lord knew it
would grow because the seed which perpetuates it has life in it. Christ
said its seed is the word of God (Luke 8: 11). In writing to the Romans,
Paul speaks of this seed as the gospel, and he says it is "the power of
God unto salvation"
(Romans 1: 16). One of the inspired writers of
the New Testament speaks of this seed as "the engrafted word, which
is able to save your souls" (James 1:21). So the Lord knew the kingdom
of God would grow because of the power there is in the seed which
produces and perpetuates it.
But let us remember, in the second place, that in our parable, the
mustard seed was brought to the field. It did not grow there naturally.
It had to be sown by someone. And so it is with the seed of the kingdom
of God. If we are to become truly religious, God's seed must be planted
in our hearts. This is why the Christ commanded His disciples to
teach all nations and preach the gospel to every creature.
may take
Suppose you wish your field to become fruitful-you
great pains to improve the soil-you
may plough it, harrow it, and
weed it most carefully. And still it will not produce corn, unless the
seed is actually brought and dropped into the ground. So you may improve a person's character-you
may reform him a little-and
yet he
may not be a citizen of the kingdom after all. What he needs is a new
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life, a new heart, a new nature, something which he does not have,
which man cannot give him, and which must come from God Himself.
He must be "born from above." But in I Peter 1: 23 we learn precisely
how that new birth takes place. The apostle says, "Being born again,
not of corruptible
seed, but of incorruptible,
by the word of God,
which liveth and abideth forever." The Lord assures the growth of
His kingdom by placing spiritual life in the seed, and when this seed
is sown in the hearts of honest men, it turns them from darkness to
light and from the power of Satan unto God .
Did Christ expect God's kingdom to grow through social reform?
Of course, wherever the name of Christ is honored, society is reformed,
but we must keep causes and results in their proper order. We sometimes lose our patience with other people who are constantly crusading
for some social reform. We know that is important, but we also know
we cannot create a redeemed
society until we, ourselves, become
redeemed men and women.
Jesus was not a social reformer. Though He lived under a government of Godless totalitarianism,
He never attacked it . He did not preach
about prison conditions, freeing slaves, or about international
relations.
Instead of sociology, He talked about man's relationship with God. He
knew that when a man gets right inside, then he will live right.
But it is easier to crusade than it is to
write letters to Congress than it is to pray.
slums than it is to clean up one's heart. It is
redemption of society than the saving of one's

It is easier to
repent.
is easier to clean up
easier to talk about the
own soul.

It

The Bible says that "Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying , the time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand." Did the Lord then add: "Now let's get
busy and pass some laws?" No. Or, "Let's start some social crusades?"
No. He said, "Repent ye, and be converted." His primary purpose was
to change the hearts of men and He knew that reform would follow .
In the third place, the kingdom of heaven is like the mustard seed
In the extent of its growth. To picture the growth of His kingdom, the
Lord used a seed "which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it
is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree" (Matthew 13: 32). Thus the mustard seed , which as a seed is distinguished
from other seeds by its smallness, as a plant it excels all other plants
belonging to the same class. It belongs to the class of herbs, but it becomes a plant like a tree.
And as the mustard seed, so has been the kingdom. The kingdom of
heaven in the world is like a mustard seed sown in the ground, both
in the smallness of its beginning and the greatness of its increase.
What to the eye of flesh could be less magnificent, what could have
less promise than the commencement
of that kingdom in Christ's own
person? What a tiny little seed God planted at Bethlehem. Just a baby
born of an obscure woman from Nazareth, and yet in the Bethlehem
manger lay the seed of eternal life. But 'VhO could see ' it then?
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Even as Christ grew He attracted very little attention, and after
He had grown to manhood 's estate His witness was still negligible.
But finally He attracted enough attention to become a nuisance to a
few leaders. They would put a stop to His silly talk about love and
righteousness, about a Father and a new birth. How? They would simply
let the big and impressive machinery of the mighty Roman empire take
His life.
His end was a cross-with
only a handful of friends to mourn His
death. How could His faith endure? In very truth it was "less than the
least of all seeds." Yet Jesus knew it would survive and grow. Let it
be buried deep in the earth; it would germinate and find the sun! Let
it be cast to the winds; it would gain lodgment in some obscure rockcrevice and there blossom! Let it be drowned in a sea of blood ; red
tides would carry it to the soil of some strange shore! At that time
the Lord's prediction about the growth of His kingdom must have
seemed incredible, but history has demonstrated
its truth.
The Christ who seemed so small both in private life at Nazareth
and in the public judgment-hall of Pilate is greatest now both in heaven
and in earth. Like a mustard seed, His movement grew . The kingdom
was established in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, and three thousand people were added to the church that day. From this small beginning the church grew and grew until the power of the mighty Roman empire began to crack and to fall apart. But not so with the church.
It has grown to be the largest tree and is still growing. Jesus said it
would happen that way, and we can see that He was right.
But the kingdom of heaven in a human heart is also like a mustard
seed, both in the smallness of its beginning and in the greatness of its
increase. When the work of grace is begun in any one of us, how
small are its beginnings! A single word, a stray sentence, a passing
thought, an ordinary action may prove to be a little seed, which afterwards fills the whole heart. The soul is aroused.
The conscience is
touched. A feeling of thoughtfulness
comes over us. A little light breaks
in upon the soul-only
a little . There is still much darkness;
but not
that thick darkness there once was. ·The work goes on. The faith, which
is but as a grain of mustard seed, so weak and feeble, grows. The Ilttle
strength increases. The spark of life kindles into a flame.
The Christian may take encouragement .from this.
The work of
imparting
to us the divine nature through the instruction
of God's
word is a gradual work. It is not accomplished
all at once . God's
blessings come by degrees. A little is given today, and a little more tomorrow. But not cast down , 0 Christian, if some have more knowledge
of th e things of God th an you hav e, more strength to resist temptation,
more boldness to confess Christ. Go to the Fountain, and you will
receive. "He giveth more grace." "Ask, and it shall be given you."
like

Be of good cheer, you who have felt the word swelling and bursting
a seed in your hearts. That plant may not yet have attained
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maturity in your life, but greater is He who shields it than all who
assail it; the enemy of your soul cannot prevail in the end. He who
hath begun a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ.
The small seed of the kingdom has fallen into your heart; it has
taken root, and sent up into your life some tender shoots of faith, and
hope, and love. The plant is small now, but it will become great. Weed
it and water it, sun it and shelter it. Be diligent in your efforts to grow
spiritually, and God will not withhold His power. Cultivate the kingdom
in your own heart, and count on the blessing from on high to make it
prosper. From the tender life of grace, the life of glory will in due time
grow.
I know men in whose lives the kingdom of heaven has grown like
a grain of mustard seed. When they first became Christians it seemed
tha ·t they would never make an outstanding mark in Christian service.
They were timid, fearful and woefully lacking in ability. But look at
them today! They are elders in the churches and public proclaimers of
the word. The whole community is blessed by their lives , and their influence extends to regions far beyond. In their liv es the fruits of the
Spirit, such as love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, and temperance have ripened.
The parable of the Mustard Seed was spoken for the encouragement
of the Lord's disciples, and it is still needed for the encouragement
of
His people. It was spoken as ·a prediction that the kingdom would
grow from the very small to the very great, but some of us have missed
the point. There are some members of the church who have the mistaken idea that the Lord intended for His kingdom to remain small,
and that if it grows to any considerable size it has departed from the
faith. They think there is virtue in smalln .ess and apostacy in greatness.
Have such disciples lost sight of the congregations
described within
the New Testament? Were not many of them large, such as the churches
in Jerusalem, Antioch and elsewhere?
The parable of the Mustard Seed teaches men that they should not
stay out of the church because it may be small in their community, or
come into it because it is large. They should not be disheartened
by
the smallness of its beginning, nor should they come into the church
after it has become large just because it is large. We must not measure
the kingdom by its size, but by its vitality. Are you in the church because it is large or because it is living?
Christ said His kingdom is like the mustard seed which grows
into a great tree. Dictators and rulers will die, even civilizations will
crumble, but God's kingdom will continue to grow. It will grow because
love is stronger than hate, because truth is stronger than a lie, because
goodness is stronger than evil, because righteousness
is stronger than
sin . and because God is stronger than Satan. We believe that "The
earth shall be filled with His knowledge and glory, as waters that
cover the sea." When we take a stand on the side of God and His
church, we are on the winning side.
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Although one kingdom differs from another in character and aim,
all kingdoms are like each other in the method of their operation. The
kingdom of darkness, like the kingdom of light, grows gradually from
very small to very great. The kingdom of Satan hangs on and follows
Christ's kingdom like a dark shadow, and the shadow depends upon
the light. The first sin against God was a very small seed, but the
tree which sprang from ft was the fall of man. "Thou shalt not eat"
seems to be a small point, but on that point a door was hung, which,
turned this way, opened heaven and shut hell; turned that way, opened
hell and shut heaven. In its beginning the kingdom of evil was small,
1but from that small seed a mighty tree has grown.
As there is no sin so .great that the blood of Christ cannot blot
it out, so there is no sin so small that it cannot destroy a soul. A little
sin is like a little fire. We should stand in awe of the spark, and not
rest till it is quenched. As Christ our Lord is tenderly careful of spiritual
life when it is fee ble, and cherishes it into strength, we should sternly
stamp out evil while it is yet young in our own hearts, le st it spread
like a fire. He will not quench the smoking flax of beginning grace,
but we should quench will aU our might the smoking flax of sin. Christ
commanded the church in Sardis to "be watchful, and strengthen
the
things which remain, that are ready to die" (Revelation
3:2). The
counterpart
of ·that com mand is bindin g, too, upon His dis ciples: Be
watchful, and weaken-if
possible, kill outright-the
germs of evil that
are springing from unseen seeds within your own heart and around
you in the world.
To men and women who are not in the church, the Lord says,
"Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God" (John 3:5);
"Repent, and be bap tize d every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins" (Acts 2: 38).

A REVIEW

OF THE

PILOT

FILM

•

By Heber Taylor
I visited the Highland congregation recently and was shown
the pilot film of the new Herald of Truth television series.
In my opinion, this film, "What Must I Do to Be Saved?", will
have a far-reaching influence for good when shown to the nation in January.
The dire cting, the writing, and the photography
are superb.
The congregational singing is the kind that will help lead people
back to the New Testament
way of worshiping God in song.
And the forceful presentation
of truth by Batsell Barrett
Baxter as preacher , assisted by Jim Bob McQueen as the young
man the preacher helps to find Christ , and Stanley Shipp as
the janitor, will lift the hearts of all but the most calloused .
In short , it is a superior presentation
of truth.
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"I keep six honest serving-men," says Rudyard Kipling.
(They taught me all I knew) :
"Their names are What and Why and When
And How and Where and Who ."
-The
Serving-Men
Much of our learning comes by asking questions. As Thomas Fuller
said, "He that nothing questioneth, nothing learneth" (Gnomologia No.
2241). Not every question, however, deserves an answer. Paul said to
Timothy, "foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do
gender strife" (II Timothy 2:23).
But there are other questions which, by their very nature, demand
an answer. Such questions as the reunification
of Germany, disarmament, and the ban on nuclear testings cannot be ignored or evaded.
They must be faced and answered one way or the other.
But there are three great qeustions that far outweigh any of these.
They are faced by men of all time. The first of these questions le,
From Where Did I Come? To this question there are two possible answers offered today. Man either came from a single cell in unknown
aeons past through a process of evolution, or he represents a divine,
creative act of God. The first answer is promoted by some who call
themselves scientists; the second is held by those who believe the Bible
to be the word of God.
The Bible answers this question in very definite terms. It says,
''The Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul"
(Genesis 2:7). Again it says that men "are made after the similitude
of God" (James 3:9). And it adds that God is the Father of our spirits
(Hebrews 12:9). The Bible depicts man as the apex of God's creative
power, but what of evolution? It pictures men as a happ enstance, an
accident. Which of these ah swers do you believe? We cannot speak for
you, but as for ourselves we believe the Bible account of divine creation .
We should like to suggest some reasons why we do not believe In
organic evolution, but do believe in divine creation. We do not disbelieve the theory of evolution because we are opposed to science, but
to psuedo or false science. The word scienc~ means "to know," and what
we know does not contradict the Bible. It is our own theories, which
we are egotistical enough to accept as science, that contradict the Bible.
The apostle Paul had this psuedo-science in mind when he admonished
Timothy to avoid the "oppositions of science falsely so called" (I Timothy 6: 20).
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We reject tbe theory of evolution because an acceptance of it would
us to believe that life came frcm non·life, a fact contrary to all
scientific observation and dat a. Even Huxl ey, an avowed evolutionist,
admitted that, "If the hypothesis of evolution is true, living matter ·must
have originated from non-living matter . , ." (Anatomy of lnvertebrated
Animals, p. 47). But scientists readily acknowledge that life only comes
from previous life.
require
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We do not believe the theory of evolution because it destroys the
If the "Survival of the Fittest" doctrine be true, as
th e. evolut ionists insist that it is , then Hitler and the Nazi cro wd were
innocent in the extermination of the Jews. If man came from an alkaline solution instead of from God it is ridiculous to talk about duty,
virtue, morality, right and wrong . What difference would these make
and who would know the difference between right and wrong?
basis of morality.

We do not believe the theory of evolution because it teaches the
of spontaneous generation. How else could life have or iginate d
if there is no supreme intelligent being who created it? One certainly
cannot accuse the evolutionist of not believing · in miracles . Spontaneous
generation-if
it happened-is
greater than any miracle in the Bible or
all the miracles of the Bible put together.
doctrine

We do not believe in evolution beca:~se this theory has no definite
on the origin of life. We quote Huxley again who said, "I find no
record of the commencement of life, and therefore, I am devoid of any
means of · forming a definite conclusion as to the conditions of its appearance" (Op. cit., p. 47). But one would think from the word pictures
drawn by our evolutionists, and from the pi ctur es that have appeared
in some of our popular magazines, that the advocates of evolution
know all about its beginning. Why do men draw such pictures, which
are the pure figm ents of their ima gination, when evolutionists
like
Huxley say, "We have no means of forming a definite conclusion as to
the conditions of life's appearance"?
word

We do not believe

the theory of evolution because no authentic
found. In Time Magazine, of November 30,
1953, there was an expose of one of the so-called "missing links," the
Pilt-down Ape Man~ Anthropologists, who often jump to conclusions as
quickly as a monkey jumps on a banana, concluded that this man had
lived from 750,000 to 950,000 years ago, but the Time article says, "Last
week three British scientists, armed with modern chemistry, demolished
the "Pilt-down Man :" They determined by the florine content in the
skull that it was not extremely ancient, and the jaw bone, according
to the sci~ntist's report, fared even worse; it proved to be the jaw of a
modern ape, probably an Orangutan, which died at the age of ten. The
Time article states that "It had be en artifically colored with potassium
bichromate and iron salt to make it look old, and its teeth had been
pared to make them look more or less human."
"missing

link"

has been
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We do not believe in evolution because It has always been a theory
and not a fact. Dr. Robert A. Milliken, an internationally
famous atomic
scientist and Nobel prize winner, said a few years back, "The pathetic
thing is that we have scientists who are trying to prove evolution, which
no scientist can ever prove" (AP dispatch, August 7, 1925).
What, then, is the more reasonable answer to our question, "From
Where Did We Come?"-the
theory of evolution, or the Bible declaration
that God created us in His own image?
But, our second question, "Why Am I Here?" is interesting, and
men have answered it through the ages. Adam and Eve answered it by
saying we are here to ignore God's restrictions
and to trample them
underfoot when they get in our own selfish ways. Mammon servers and
money grabbers say we are here to get all we can in any way we can.
Roger W. Babson tells of the time he was a guest of the president of
the Argentine Republic. The President said, "Mr. Babson, I have been
wondering why it is that South America with all its natural resourcesits mines of iron, copper, coal, silver and gold; its rivers and great water·
falls, is so far behind North America." Being a guest, Mr. Babson said he
asked, "Mr. President, what do you think?" The President replied, "l
have come to this conclusion. South America was settled by the Spanish who came to the country in search of gold, but North America was
settled by the Pilgrim Fathers who went there in search of God."
Alexander the Great answered the question, "Why am I here?", by
saying, "I exist to conquer the world." Napoleon Bonaparte answered it
in terms of unholy ambition. When he was informed that it would cost
the lives of a million men to reach a certain objective, he replied., "What
are a million 1men to me?"
Pleasure seekers say, "We exist to eat, drink, and be merry." The
prodigal son tried to prove that pleasure seekers are right in this philo·
sophy, but he came to utter want, and finally came to his senses.
What, then, is the answer, the true answer to the question, "Why
am I here?" James Truslow Adams, the American historian, wrote: "Perhaps it would be a good idea, fantastic as it sounds, to muffle every
telephone, halt every motor, and stop all activity some day, to give
people a chance to ponder for a few minutes on what it is all about, why
they are living and what they really want." If we would stop and listen,
we would hear the Bible say, "The purpose of your existence is to glorify
God." One of its inspired penmen says, "Let us hear the conclusion of
the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments:
for this is
the whole duty of man" (E .cclesiastes 12: 13). Christ said, in addressing
His Father, "I have glorified thee on earth: I have finished the work
which thou gavest me to do" (John 17:4).
Just as the polio vaccine brought honor to Dr. Salk, the airplane
to the Wright brothers, the telephone to Alexander Graham Bell, so man,
God's creation, should bring glory to Him.
We bring this honor to God by being in His family. Paul says, "Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages,
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world without end. Amen" (Ephesians 3: 21). And Christ says we enter
the kingdom-the
family, the church-by
a new birth of water and
the Spirit (John 3:5). We obey the gospel by believing in Christ, repenting of our sins, confessing our faith in the Savior, and being buried with Him in baptism in order that our sins may be forgiven. When
we obey Him, by taking these steps of faith, He adds us to His church,
His family, His kingdom (Acts 2: 47; Colossians 1: 13), and it is in the
church that we, along with Christ, glorify God (Ephesians 3: 21).
Then, we glorify God by serving others. Christ said the greatest
man of all serves all, "Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many"
(Matthew 20: 28). But some of us may be like Thales, the Greek
philosopher, who, while walking along and looking at the stars, fell into
a well. A witty Thracian maid remarked that Thales was so eager to
know what was going on up in heaven that he could not see what was
before him! It may be that some of us spend so much time discussing
how the will of God is done in heaven that we do not have any time
to do His will upon the earth!
But we come now to our final question: "Where Am I Going?" In
the long ago, Job said, "Man that is born of woman is of few days,
and full of trouble," and then he asked, "If a man die, shall he live
again?" (Job 14 : 1-14). The New Testament answers this question by
saying, "It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment" (Hebrews 9:27).
Yes, we are hastening on toward the grave, but the grave is not
the end of our existence. The Bible says, "there · shall be a resurrection
of the dead, both of the just and unjust" (Acts 24:15). And it further
declares that "God shall bring every work into judgment, with every
secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil" (Ecclesiastes
12: 14). Christ says, "The words that I speak unto you, the same shall
judge you in the last day."
We are all moving on toward the day of death, and whether it be
near or far we know not. We should therefore, be prepared for the inevitable, and then we can face the future with · assurance and hope. Our
closing exhortation to you is that of Wm. Cullen Bryant, who said:
"So live, that when thy summons comes
To join that innumerable caravan
Which moves to that mysterious real,m
Where each shall have his chamber
In the silent Halls of death.
Thou go not like the quarry slave
At night, -scourged to his dungeon
But sustained and soothed by an unfaltering trust
Approach thy grave like one who wraps the
Drapery of his couch about him and lies
Down to pleasant dreams."
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There are some rather important "last days" in our lives, and we
usually remember them. For example ; the last day of school, or of vacation; the last day of a season, or of a year; the last day to get a
bargain at a sale; the last day to file our income tax returns; the last
day of a per iod of military service. And, of course, there is ultimately the
last day of life itself.
When we have had some pleasant experience, we often say: it was
too good to last; or, all good things must come to an end. And when
we have had some disagreeable
experience, we often say: I thought
it would never end; or, it seemed like an eternity.
Now all of this points to the fact that anything which is measured
by time must come to an end. We say that time marches on, but we
know that it cannot · march forever. Some day it will stop. Because it
had a beginning, it will also have an end. There will be a last day,
just as th ere was a first day . Time is on the move from a starting
point to a finishing point. It has a goal, and it is moving toward that
goal. It do es not wa nder here or there. It is going some place, and
when it reaches that place, it will stop.
And if there is any doubt in our minds on this score, the Bible will
dispel it quickly. For it says that this world is on its way to a final
destiny-a
final judgment day. It says in very plain terms that "it is
appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment" (Hebrews
9:27). It was this day that Paul had in mind when he reasoned with
Felix of "righteousness,
temperance, and the judgment to come," and
his sermon · caused the Roman Governor to tremble (Acts 24:25).
More of us would tremble if we would listen to the word of God, anl}
take note of its teaching regarding the judgment. But many of us are
like the motorist who, while driving across a long, narrow bridge, saw
several signs at intervals which re ad, "No Passing on Bridge." But,
being impatient to arrive at his destination, he took a chance ·and passed
the car ahead of hi:lp..
When the driver came to the other end of the bridge, much to his
surprise he saw a patrolman motioning him to stop. "Didn't you see
the 'no passing' signs on the bridge?" the officer asked. The motorist
nodded his head in the affirmative.
The trooper then asked, "Why
didn't you obey the signs?" .He replied, "I didn't expect to see you at
the end of the bridge!"
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And so it is . with the laws of God . We know what is right and
what is wrong. But we refuse to face the fact that someday there is
going to be a judgment. Sometimes in our courts of law, even though
one has been caught in some crime, by cleverness
he can "beat
the rap." But no person in his right mind can decide that he can outwit God, the judge of all, for the Bible says, "Be not deceived; God is
not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reapl'
( Galatians 6: 7).
The Bible reveals several things about the judgment, and we should
be deeply concerned about what it says, for we can neither postpone
nor escape that day.
·
In the first place, the Bible teaches that everybody will be present
on that day. It says, "When the Son of man shall come in his glory,
and all the holy angels with him, then shaH he sit upon the throne of
his glory: And before him shall be gathered all nations'; (Matthew 25:
31,32). Paul said, in writing to the Corinthians, "For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ" (II Corinthians 5:10), and in John's
:vision of the judgment scene he "saw the dead, small and great, stand
before God" (Revelation 20: 12). All the dead, small and great, will stand
before the Lord. That means everybody-past,
present, and future; not
only those who are already dead at the time, but also those who are
still living when that day arrives, for God tells us in I Corinthians 15: 51,
52 that they will go through the experience of death and resurrection
instantly, "in a moment, in . the twinkling of an eye ." So all men of all
ages will finally stand together in the presence of God at the end of
time.
That includes you, and me, whether we want to be there or not.
We have nothing to say about it. This is something God will do without
consulting our desires in the matter. It may be hard for us to imagine.
We may even doubt the possibility. But ·that does not make any difference . All thin gs ar e possible with God. He has proved that again
and aga in . And if He says th at He will at last ass emble all .humanity
into one gigantic congregation, He will certainly do it, for He is God.
Some people prefer to believe that death itself is the end of man.
They say that when he dies h e is done. But God says that is not true.
Death is only a transition. People who commit suicide often leave notes
in which they say they decided to "end it all." But they cannot do it.
Only God can "end it all." And when He does, we will all be there to
see it. Death is not the end of man, not even when he commits suicide.
For all men will reappear on the last day before God.
In the second place, the Bible teaches that God has some very definite purpo ses for the judgment. One of its purpo ses will be that wo
may give an account of our very thoughts. The Bible declares, "For
as he (man) thinketh in his heart, so is he" (Proverbs 23: 7), and it
warns that, "The thought of foolishness is sin" (Proverbs 24: 9). With
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these truths in mind, we can well understand why Paul pleaded so earnestly with the Philippians: "Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are
true , whatsoever things are honest , whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things
are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise,
think on thes e things" (Philippians 4: 8).
Another purpose of the judgment will be that we may give an account of all that we say. Our Lord warns,. "That every idle word that
men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. " And then He adds, "For by thy words thou sh alt be justified,
and by thy words thou shalt be condemned" (Matthew 12:36,37). It
is a sobering thought that a few words could spell the difference between our being saved or being lost. No wonder, then, that David
prayed, "Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart,
be acceptable in thy sight, 0 Lord, my strength, and my redeemer"
(Psalms 19:14).
A further reason for God's assembling all men at the judgment is
that we may answer for our deeds. Paul says we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ "That every one may receive the things
done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or
and nonbad" (II Corinthians 5:10) . God will hold all men-Christians
Christi ans-r esponsible for what they do in the body . Some men claim
that what a Christian does in his flesh will not condemn him, but this
teaching is contradicted by Paul's letter to the Christians iri Corinth.
The judgment" day will be a day of public exposure . We are told
that "the books will be opened." That is not only a very striking picture, but a very sobering thought. The books will be opened in public,
and God will finally expose us for what we really are. That is not a
very appealing prospect, is it? Of course, there may be some rather
good things about you which you think the whole world should know,
and there may be some bad things about other people which you think
the whole world should know. But there are also many things about
you which you do not want the world to know. The idea that we are
all going to be exposed is very disturbing, to say the least. It makes
us blush with shame.
But if we stop to think about it, we can easily understand why the
books will have to be opened on that last day. For when a man stands
in the pr esence of th e living God, he will have to be hims elf. He cannot
have any secrets then, for God knows them all. So if there is going
to be a final gathering of all men before God, they will all have to
be seen as th ey really are , as God sees them . If we would only take
this te a ching of the Bible more seriously, maybe there would not be
so much hypocrisy and deceit and treachery in this world. We think
we are getting by with it now, but we are not. It is being recorded in
the books, and we should consider the fact that one day they will be
opened and the truth will be seen by all men.
But if any of you indifferent and erring Christians are really afraid
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of that exposure, there is a way to escape the pain of it. If you will just
open the book of your life right now in private with your God, and
confess the sins which are recorded on its pages, and ask Him to erase
them with the blood of His Son Jesus Christ, He will blot them all out
and cleanse every page of the book. Then you will not have to dread
the day wheI). He opens that book publicly before the whole world.
But if you refuse to open your book now, and to have it cleansed in the
blood of Christ, you had better start thinking about what it will be
like when God opens it before the eyes of all men and then begins to
read what it says.
There is yet another purpose for the judgment, and that is, that
we may give an account of our failures. In the Lord's own picture of
the judgment, He says that many will be lost because they did not
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and minister to the sick. To many
of the lost He will say, "Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least
of these, ye did it not to me" (Matthew 25:45). We can be lost as
quickly for our neglect and failures as we can for the commission of
an outright evil. We may go along leaving God out of our lives, but
God does not leave Himself out. If I help somebody, I am also helping
God. If I hate somebody, I am hating God. Everything I do, or fail to
do, God is involved in it.
The Bible reveals something more about the Judgment. It reveals
that Christ will be our Judge. It says that God "hath appointed a day,
in which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom
he hath or dained ; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in
that he hath raised him from the dead" (Acts 17: 31). The resurrection
is not only a cause for hope and rejoicing, but it is also a stern remind er of a coming judgment.
It is also a guarantee that Christ will
be the Judge.
The Bible says that "the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son" (John 5:22). And we can be sure that
His decisions will be fair and impartial. In Him, "Mercy and truth are
met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other" (Psalms
85:10). His love for us will move Him to show us mercy, but this is
not the complete picture. Justice must also be done, and He will see
that it is done. The Bible warns us that He will come ",wilth ten
thous ands of his holy ones, to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their works of ungodliness which they have
ungodly wrought, and of all the hard things which ungodly sinneres have
spoken against him" (Jude 14,15).
Th e New Testament is the standard by which Christ will judge
our lives. He says, "He that rejecteth me, and rec eiveth not my words,
hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall
judge him in the last day" (John 12:48). Therefore, we should study His
word that we may be sure we are doing His will. He has asked us to
believe that He is the Son of God. Do you truly believe this? He has
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asked ·us ,to -repe nt . of our sins. Have you genuinely r epented · of yours?
He has asked us to confess Him before men that we may be confessed
in Heaven. Have you sweetened your lips with the courageous declaration that "I believe Christ to be the Son of God?" He has asked you
to be imm ers ed in water in order to h.a ve your sins for given. H ave you
been immersed because · of your faith in Him, anq your love for His
word? He has asked us to be faithful and true to Him until we walk
through death's door. Are you being faithful and true every day that
you live? If so, you will not have to worry about the Judgment Day.
When Jesus tells us about the Judgment, He says He "shall separate th em on e from another . . . . and he shall set the sheep on his
right hand, · but the goats on the left." The last day will be a day o~
separation. The righteous will be placed on His right hand, and the
wicked on . His left hand. On which side will you stand in that day? ·
We sometimes sing:

a

great day coming ...
When the saints and the
"There's
sinners shall be parted right and left, Are you ready for that
day · to come?
"There's a bright day coming ...
But its brightness shall
only come to them that love the Lord, Are you ready for that
day to come?
"There's a sad day coming ... When the sinner shall hear
his doom, Depart, I know ye not, Are you ready for that day
to come?
When Jesus open the "book of life" - the personal record of
your life and mind , there will be no mistakes in it, but there may be
a few surpris e s. In fact, Jesus tells us that some people , are going to
be shocked when they discover that their nam es are not written in
that book.
Is your name in it? Are you sure? Ther e is only one way to b·e
sure - open the word of God and see if you have obeyed the gospel.
If you have placed your soul in His care, if you ha ve turned from
sin in repentance,
if you have fled into His fold by being baptized
into His dear Son, and if you are continuing in faithful service to
Him, your name is in God's book of life. If it is not there, God will
write it there today if you will obey His word . Will you become a
Christian on this very day, and be pr epared for th at .great day of all
days.
Quotation used by permission, "There's a Gr eat Day Coming" by
Will L. Thompson, published by Gospel Advocate Publi shing Company,
110 - 7th Avenue, North, Na shville, Tennessee .
"While preaching for the church in San An gelo, Texas,
I had the good pleasure of baptizing 19 persons a s a direct result of the Herald of Truth television program on the San
Angelo station ." -Leon
Savage.

If a police state were to put a lock on the outer door of our church buildings •nd
prevent Christians from worshiping, the Church would rise up in arms to meet this
danger.
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Yes, we can be .g.uilty of locking the world OUT of the Church by indifference, complacency and fa,l,ng lo take advantage of every opportunity to carry the truth to
lost and dying souls .
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